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WATER POLLUTION: Pa. residents plan to confront EPA's Jackson 

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson should brace herself for an earful from residents of a small 
Pennsylvania town, who are planning to confront her about the agency's handling of water 
contamination issues in their town at an event in Philadelphia today. 
After a state investigation found that 18 wells in Dimock, Pa., were contaminated with methane, 
about a dozen residents sued Cabot Oil & Gas Corp., claiming the company had caused the 
contamination through its use of hydraulic fracturing. Cabot denies responsibility for the 
contamination but trucked in fresh water for residents until Nov. 30, when state regulators 
determined Cabot had fulfilled its obligations to residents under a 2010 consent agreement. 
U.S. EPA has wavered about its role, though. The agency first said the water posed no health risk, 
then that it needed more study, then, last week, promising to deliver water and reneging 24 hours 
later (AP/Yahoo News, Jan. 13). --AS 
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